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Hi Everyone!

Congratulations to all the WATRC riders who competed so successfully in both CTR and Endurance at the 
North Island Champs! Don’t forget to check out the fab photos on the WATRC website. On a less positive 
note, please read the urgent notice to all WATRC members on the next page regarding the future of the club 
and plan to attend the meeting if you possibly can.

Catherine

Reminders…….

RIDE ENTRIES
Please pre enter whenever possible it makes the job so much easier on the day. It only takes a few minutes 
to email or phone. See Ride Flyers for details.

PLEASE HAVE YOUR BOOKS AND ENTRY FORM FILLED OUT. We are not going to baby sit riders who 
haven’t done this - you will be sent away to do it at the entries table. 

HORSE SHIT: PICK IT UP AND TAKE IT HOME UNLESS OTHERWISE TOLD
Once again we are not here to clean up after your horses. The parks and farms we are privileged to use don’t 
ask us to leave this mess behind. TAKE IT HOME.

RIDE HELPERS
If you can help at a ride please ring the ride organizer or one of the committee members.

Manakau (24th Feb): Raelyne Macrae………………..06 3640082
Pikarere (9th March): Denise Best……………………..04 4789091
Waitohu (16th March): Raelyne Macrae ……………….06 3640082
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URGENT NOTICE
TO ALL MEMBERS OF WELLINGTON AREA TRAIL RIDING CLUB

The committee of WATRC are calling for an urgent SPECIAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF ALL MEMBERS.

To be held on THURSDAY 21ST FEB 2008
Venue…UPSTAIRS ROOM AT JOHNSONVILLE MACDONALDS
Time...7pm

This Special General Meeting is being called to discuss the added fees now 
being charged by the Board of Endurance New Zealand on our ride levies. 
The Board is now DEMANDING WATRC pay a further 25% plus GST on 
our ride levies being charged on our Ground Fees.

WATRC have always charged a ground levy which till now has 
gone towards paying the cost of running the rides. At present the ground levy 
is $10 (and the ride fee is $10 this is what we have always paid ESNZ levies 
on.)

Now they want more and say we need to put our charges for rides up and give 
them more. Endurance N.Z are demanding we pay all fees WITHIN 7 DAYS 
AND BEFORE WE RUN ANY MORE RIDES.

The committee feels this is blackmail and are not happy to do this.
Please come along and have your say after all it is your club. Shane Dougan 
representing the Board will be in attendance.

Eunice Tyler President WATRC and your Committee
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NEXT RIDE : MANAKAU  24/2/08

OPEN……………………….. 40KMS
INTERMEDIATE………  ….40KMS
JUNIOR…………………… 20 KMS
WAREHOUSE GRAIN…….20KMS
NOVICE…………………….20KMS

Please note due to drought conditions this will now be a beach ride and the open, 
intermediate will do two loops. 

Please bring your own strapping water we will be parking on farmland and going 
from there out the street to Waikawa beach ,up to Kuku beach then back down 
towards Otaki beach and back again. A very simple beach ride. All fresh poo to be 
picked up around your horse floats.

DIRECTIONS. From Otaki head towards Manakau and just past the dairy take 
Waikawa Beach road this will be marked with the usual pink bottle. Go down till 
you hit the beach settlement and take the first left then first left again to the 
parking paddock.

Ride helpers needed please if you can help please email Eunice at 
tylersathillview@xtra.co.nz or phone 063299977.

Ride organizer Raelyne Macrea 063640082 for further information.
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Days of Our Rides

With predictions of rain and dressed accordingly (or so I thought) in a long sleeve semi rainproof shirt we, 
(Liz, Fly, Sonik & I) waited to start the Warehouse Grain class last Sunday.  The first part of the course was 2 
circuits of the vetting paddock and after witnessing a couple of falls and some frisky horses we decided to 
take it quietly and slowly for the warm up laps. 

By the top of the first hill I was regretting my choice of long sleeves with sweat beading on my back and even 
my arms, and poor Sonik had started his usual excessive sweating.  Despite the overcast conditions and the 
occasional spit of rain the temperature was still high for a good work out. 

Even so the horses were in fine form and Sonik got straight into working hard, keeping to Fly’s extended trot 
with his steady canter for a lot of the time on the flat terrain.  This was the first Warehouse Grain class we 
have done together (we have usually done the Intermediate class) and the ride went by so quickly.  We had 2 
hours to complete the course, which consisted of farm and forest track. The first hills were pretty good for 
the horse’s fitness level with some great stretches for a good canter. Sonik and I really enjoyed this ride with 
soft track underfoot for most of the course. 
The climb to the summit of the forest was steep and the horses were breathing hard at a walk (a breath for 
every step) and poor Sonik was dripping with sweat.  He recovered quickly though and was keen to canter 
through the bush at the top. We made good time coming home within the minute, and we came 3rd!  We also 
managed 1st place for groom and turn out. It must have been that damn shirt!

I did my first trail ride in 1998 at Terewhiti Station, it was 32km and we managed 4th place.  I found the 
ribbon the other week when looking for something else.  I’m pleased to say that the ribbons are much nicer 
now! 

I have been riding Sonik since September. He belongs to Liz Antunovic and I have been very privileged to 
have Sonik to ride, he is a real sweety and a big kid at the same time.  I owned my own horse for 14 years 
until he had to be put down, and family commitments have prevented me owning my own horse since.  I 
have missed riding like you would the loss of your right hand and we lost our precious baby son last year 
which has fuelled my need for something I really love doing as a form of healing therapy.  So a big thanks to 
Liz! As you all know when you ride you tend to switch off to your problems and just enjoy the ride, which is 
good for your mind.  

See you all at the next ride!

Belinda Bowie


